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Over the past five years, I have 

served as the Pastor of the First    

Reformed Church of Hawthorne in 

Hawthorne, NJ, and before that as   

the Associate Pastor of the Colts 

Neck Reformed Church in Colts Neck, 

NJ.  As of the last week in May,       

by the movement of the Holy Spirit, 

along with the search committee,  

congregation, and consistory of DRC, 

I’ll be excited to serve as your next 

pastor. 
 

Some of you know a bit about me, 

some may not. Let me offer you the 

nickel tour. I am from Freehold, NJ, 

where I grew up the son of an RCA 

minister and life-long RCA member. 

In fact, every one of my great-

grandparents (from Michigan and 

South Dakota, respectively) was a 

member of an RCA church. Eventual-

ly, I found my way to Hope College 

where I studied Political Science,  

History, and Religion. After a one year 

foray to work as a Social Worker in a 

psychiatric ward on the South Side of 

Chicago, I attended and graduated 

from New Brunswick Theological 

Seminary. During my time as a      

student minister, I met my wife Ellen 

(though we attended the same high 

school years before). We were     

married a little more than ten years 

ago and welcomed our son Luke into  

 

our family four years ago through the 

blessing of adoption. 
 

As a family, we love attending base-

ball games throughout the northeast; 

we are especially enthusiastic        

Baltimore Orioles supporters. Ellen is 

an avid quilter and previously worked 

as a research chemist. Luke is as 

curious as they come and physically 

active. He enjoys swimming and 

dancing among other activities. I   

enjoy reading and travel when afford-

ed the time and opportunity, and love 

to talk; I even find myself doing it for a 

living! 
 

As a pastor, I am passionate about 

lifelong learning and ministry with all 

generations.  

I’ve found some 

of my greatest 

joy in working 

with youth and 

serving with  

others in hands 

on mission.    

My favorite 

weekly engage-

ment in the 

church, outside 

of worship, is 

Bible study and 

conversation in 

groups small  

 

 

and  large about how the Word of 

God still speaks to us today. Visiting 

with folks and working with staff and 

volunteers on church projects of all 

kinds also energize me in ministry. 
 

I look forward to meeting you and  

getting to know you more deeply.  

Ellen, Luke and I also look forward to 

finding our place in DRC and greater 

community. Praise God for the paths 

opened before us and the roads that 

now converge, as we undertake a 

journey together through the seasons 

of ministry before us. 
 

In Peace, 

Pastor Chris  

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in the name of Christ! I write this letter as a means  
of introduction (or a second “hello” if we met in the midst of the 
snow-pocalypse in February!) to my new church family.  

Introducing  
Pastor Chris Vande Bunte! 

 

While we await the Vande Bunte 
family moving into the parsonage, 
in May.   
  

Property Team is preparing the 
house.     
 

If you are available to help with 
some jobs, cleaning, yard work, 
etc.  Please contact the church 
office, 439-9929.   



 

MONTH Year 2 

The cost of the project is approximately $20,000 - a significant but surely not impossible sum for this church.  You are 
invited to make a contribution.   
We will have a dedication event to remember the past give thanks to those whose contributions make the window  
possible, and offer prayers for the life and witness of DRC as we go forward.  Happy 175 th Anniversary! 

In celebration of Delmar Reformed Church’s 175 years.  Michelle McIllroy created a piece of art. We commissioned 

Chapman Stained Glass to create and install 3 windows.   Michelle wrote the following description of her work. 

Our heritage window is here. 

The stained glass window to be installed will represent 

our place in the world, as we are in 2016.  On the left 

side, you’ll see symbols representing our local connec-

tions:  Focus churches, Dutch heritage (tulips and   

apple blossoms), loved ones in our greater cloud of 

witnesses (cardinal). The Hudson River runs through it.  

On the right side, we see a reminder that DRC is one 

church of many in the world- specifically showing our 

connection to El Castillo, Nicaragua.  The San Juan 

River runs through their community, which ties nicely 

to our Hudson River community here in the north.   

Local plants and birds represent the community of    

our brothers and sisters of Nicaragua, and our mission-

focused endeavors around the world.  In the center,  

we have the reminder of who we all are in this world, 

rooted in Christ and dependent on the “living water” in 

all that we do. The tree is colorful- pulling those colors 

from the water we are rooted in. It’s referencing        

Jeremiah 17:7-8 “ Blessed are those who trust       

in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and 

confidence. They are like trees planted along a 

riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water.  

Such trees are not bothered by heat or worried by long 

months of drought.  Their leaves stay green, and they 

never stop producing fruit.”   If DRC stays connected to 

Christ, we can look forward to fruitful years ahead, no 

matter what times we find ourselves in.  A tree by the 

river need never fear the drought.   
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You may have noticed some 

new cards in our worship 

spaces.   
 

At contemporary worship, they are 

on a round table directly behind the 

congregation.  In the sanctuary, 

they are in the pews.  There are 

three different colors and sizes - 

white, orange and green.               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  white card (currently only being 

used in the sanctuary) can be put in 

the offering plate if you are a month-

ly giver, an online giver, or simply 

forgot your offering in the car!  The 

act of giving is meaningful and the 

white card allows for full participa-

tion.   
 

The orange card is for prayer     

concerns, and there are multiple 

options for sharing these prayers - 

with the DRC prayer team, in the 

bulletin, and/or during the congrega-

tional prayer in the service.  These 

can be placed in the offering plate 

during our traditional service and in 

the basket on the round table during 

our contemporary service. 
 

The green card is for visitors.  If you 

see a new face in worship, welcome 

them, introduce yourself, and ask 

them to fill out a visitor card.  All 

visitors to DRC receive a personal-

ized "thank you for worshiping with 

us" letter. These cards can be left in 

the office or placed in the offering 

plate. 

  

$50 for Camp Fowler 
Campers 
  

DRC will provide $50 for each 
camper from our congregation 
who attends Camp Fowler.  
BEFORE registering, contact 
the DRC office to obtain the 
proper code number.  This gift 
is available for everyone!   
  

Visit Camp Fowler online at 
www.campfowler.org for more 
info and to register.  
  

  

DRC has a softball 

team! 
Our team plays in an ecumenical 
Softball League. Currently there 
are nine teams in the medium 
pitch league.  There will be prac-
tice April 18 and 25 before the 
season begins.  The first game is 
April 27, there are no practices 
during the season.  We play 
Thursday evenings at 6 pm.  
Playoffs (if we make it) end in  
early August.  There is a $40/
player fee for the season, to pay 
for umpires. 
  

If you are interested in playing 
with the team please contact 
David Willey, 439-0278. 
  
  
  

CROP  
Hunger Walk   

Sunday May 7 
  

The CROP Walk is an annual 
community-wide event sponsored 
by Church World Service and  
organized by local volunteers to 
raise funds to help end hunger 
globally and locally. 
  

Registration begins at 12:30 pm, 
the walk starts at 1:30.  Walkers 
can follow a 4.5 mile loop or a one 
mile loop. 
Linda or Al Mayou, 526-2452, can 
give you more information.  Come 
and walk with us.   

On Pastor Rett’s last Sunday with 
us, the congregation presented 
him with a “DRC family tree” and a 
framed print of our new window.  
  

He was profoundly grateful and 

tells us that he cherishes his fond 

Shrove Sunday Pancakes, 

Pretzels, and Lenten Crafts 

http://www.campfowler.org
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Summer mission trip 
Plans are being finalized for a group from DRC to work at Camp Fowler in Speculator, NY July 9-15. 
 

Work projects will be varied:  
 bathroom remodel     general construction   finish work 
 chinking the log buildings  painting and landscaping   
 

There will be work for all skill levels and interests.  As with the past local mission trips, if you can’t commit to the  
entire week, we should be able to accommodate shorter time commitments.   
 

Since summer camp will be in session, we will be staying in the Chi Rho House (real beds!) and eating in Fennimore 
dining hall.  Costs  will be minimal, mainly transportation.  For additional information please contact Paul Hesse,  
439-8155.  Check out the camp Fowler website campfowler.org 

In March, Alison Calvagno, Nancy 
Pierson, Hank and Missy Woller and 
Peggy Becker paid a return visit to see 
how the children of Tabitha’s House are 
doing in Bluefields and to encourage 
our brothers and sisters and the 15  
students we support in El Castillo. 
 

Tabitha’s House has grown to 18  boys 
and girls ages 6 to 18.  Thank you 
Charlene Hesse and the Muffin Mission 
which raised over $1600 for the work  
of Adrian & Bernardeth Bobb-Kelley. 
We spent time playing games and visit-
ing with the children as well as helping 
with some maintenance at the boy’s 
home.  We also visited the Comedor—
or lunch program—now serving 180 
children in two locations.  Adrian and 
Bernardeth now help the second      
impoverished area where drug use and 
dealing leaves little children to fend for 
themselves.  They dream of moving the 
program out of a hot, stuffy building on 
loan from a local church and into an 
airy center where they can provide not 
just food but programs for the children 
during the week to show how God’s 
love surrounds them all the time.       

Stay tuned for details as this dream 
takes shape.  
 

Before heading to El Castillo, we were 
joined by four members of the Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Appleton, Wis-
consin.  CEPAD asked if we could 
share what doing mission in Nicaragua 
was like and how our Partnership 
worked.  They were a wonderful addi-
tion to the whole team and it brought 
back memories of our first tentative 
steps into this amazing new work.    
 

El Castillo greeted us warmly and we 
met with some of the students and    
parents on the first day to hear updates 
on each.  Five new students started this 
year and the rest are in their second   
or third year of studies thanks to      
support from many in DRC and beyond.  
Each told us how much the scholar-
ships mean to their future.  Some are 
even far enough along to share their 
knowledge with the community in areas 
such as agriculture and health care.  
Community leaders tell us that more 
young people stay in school now that 
there is a hope for their future.   
 

The next day we visited the school  
children to do crafts and play in the 
schoolyard. Camila who visited us in 
the fall said the children look forward   
to this day with us all year.  In the  
afternoon we joined with women and 
children for knitting and games at the 
school.  Later we attended a Lenten 
church service where we were asked  
to share a song and then to stand as 
each one of the congregation gave 
each of us warm hug.  No words need-
ed.  Our final night we gathered around 
a bonfire and provided fixings for 
s’mores which has been a fun tradition 
for us all to share.   
 

 
 

The 2017 Mission Trip Report from Nicaragua 

The boy’s home in Blue Fields. The girl’s home. 

The school children in El Castillo.  
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Living a Life Filled  

With Thankfulness 
Caregiving Team 

The Caregiving Team welcomes the opportunity to 
make and bring meals to our church family members.  
We would like to help you in times of grief, illness or 
the arrival of a new baby.  
 

Please let Kathy Carlton know if we can prepare a 
meal - or several, for you. You can reach Kathy at   
365-5660 or kathycarlton328@gmail.com or call the 
church office, 439-9929. 
 

Mug & Muffin 
 

On February 4
th
  50 women had a fabulous time at 

DRC's first "Mug & Muffin"!  This simple morning  
builds a community of encouragement and support.  
As daughters of Christ and as part of the DRC family, 
the Mug & Muffin is an opportunity for us to get 
together, connect and tell stories. On this particular 
Saturday morning, Michelle McIlroy shared her 
inspiring faith journey that touched every one of 
us.  We are so blessed to have women of strong faith 
in our family.  
 

Mark your calendars for the next Mug & Muffing on 
Saturday, May 6th 9am - 10:30am in Bennett Parlor. 
More details soon! Stay tuned! 

Prayer & Praise 
Prayers of healing:  Ruth Burns, Barbara Orsini, 

Pam Stewart   
  

Prayers of Safety: for Christopher West, as he is 

deployed to Pakistan for 2 months.  
Pat Willey’s nephew Vinnie Marciano, deployed to 
Afghanistan. 
 

Thank you from Nicaragua for Our Muffin 
Ministry Donation 
Hello Charlene & Team 
Thank you so much for all the hard work you put in 
organizing the muffin and coffee sale.  The money you 
raise will be used for the children at the homes helping 
to provide them with their needs.   At the  present 
moment we are considering to hire a psychologist, and 
to do some vocational training, and have after-school 
programs.  So all extra money may go to one of these 
projects.   
 

Please receive hugs and kisses for you and your team 
from the boys and girls from the two Tabitha’s Homes. 
God Bless you with love. 
 Bernadeth & Adrian 

DRC Groups & Meetings 
  

Senior Lunch is scheduled for 12:30 pm Thursday, 

April 6.  Please call the church office,439-9929, for more 
information or a reservation. 
  

Women of Wisdom (W.O.W.) will meet for lunch  

in Bennett Parlors Tuesday, April 11 at 12:30 pm 
  

Ruth Circle continues to meet the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month, April 11 at 7 p.m. in Bennett Parlors. 

  

Mid-Week Bible Study continues here at DRC, 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
  

MOPS  ~  Mothers of Preschoolers 
  

Moms of newborns to preK kids  join us for fun, food 
and learning how to be better moms.   

  

We meet Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am in Bennett Parlors. 
Childcare is provided!  For more information please call 
Kathy Brown,  429-4081.  “Snow Days”  If the Bethlehem 
School District is closed MOPS is canceled.  If school is 
delayed, an e-mail will be sent if we are having MOPS. 
  

Men’s Breakfast:  Saturdays, April 8 & 22   

The meeting begins at 8 am, the second and fourth 
Saturdays of the month.  All men of DRC are welcome! 
  

RPM News 
Thank you to everyone for your support for 
Grounds for Giving. We raised almost 
$5,000!!!!   
 

The Grounds for Giving Fundraiser was March 18
th
 and 

it was a huge success!  We would like to thank everyone 
for their support of this event.  A special thanks to the 
Sacandaga String Band who performed that night and to 
all of the businesses who donated towards our silent 
auction and program. For those of you who couldn’t 
make it, we hope to see you next year!    

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Ecumenical Service and Picnic 

Sunday, June 11 
Elm Ave Town Park 
Service: 10:00am  

Come Worship and then picnic with the Reformed, Pres-

byterian and Methodist Churches.  Hear stories from the 

RPM Youth Group’s Mission Trip. 

mailto:kathycarlton328@gmail.com
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9:30 am Traditional worship   
11:15 am Contemporary Worship 
 Nursery & Sunday School at each Worship Service 
   

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED     
Info@drchurch.org 
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Saturday, April 8 
MOPS invites families for an Easter Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 9 
  Hosanna!    

Palm Sunday   9:30 & 11:15 Worship 
  

Maundy Thursday, April 13  7pm 
A special communion service and commemoration of the night  

in the Upper Room when Jesus bade farewell to his disciples. 
  

  

Easter Sunday , April  16 
6:30 Sunrise service @ West Capital Park in Albany 

 

9:30  Traditional worship at DRC 

11:15  Contemporary worship at DRC 


